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ETHICS: THE GREAT TRADITIONS 

Philosphy 200E.03 
Spring, 2004, IA 11 
MWF 2:10-3:00 pm 
Dr. Dan Spencer 
Rankin Hall 102, Tel. 243-6111 
Office Hours: MW 3-5 pm 
e-mail: dspencer@selway.umt.edu 
COURSE AND OBJECTIVES 
Prof. Albert Borgmann describes the intent of Philosophy 200 as follows: The academic intent of 
the course is to teach the three standard versions of contemporary secular ethics and so to equip the 
student with ethical literacy - the ability to recognize the origin and context of ethical arguments and 
the ability to convey one's ethical convictions clearly and circumspectly. This is the fonnal and 
testable side of the course. The informal and moral aspect that should not and cannot really be 
tested is the common endeavor to become better people." I concur. This intent will guide our 
deliberations together in Philosophy 200 during Spring semester. 2004. In the first two-thirds of 
the course we will consider the ethical theories of Aristotle, Kant, and Mill, which, in large part, 
infonn the nature and scope of virtue ethics, deontology, and consequentialism (utilitarianism), 
respectively. the three primary approaches to ethical thought today. The final third of the course, we 
address four contemporary ethical issues: abortion, euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, 
international aid to address world hunger and poverty, and the treatment of the environment, 
approaching articles on these issues analytically. 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics (ference Irwin, trans. Publisher: Hackett) 

Immanuel Kant. Grounding for the Metaphysics ofMorals (James Ellington, trans. Publisher: 

Hackett) 
John Stuart Mill. Utilitarianism (Oskar Piest, ed. Publisher: Macmillian I Library of Liberal Arts) 
Thomas Mappes and Jane 2'.embaty (eds), Social Ethics,MacGraw Hill ((Jh ed.), 2002. 
FacPac: selected readings, available in the University bookstore 
REQUIREMENTS 
• Regular class attendance and participation that demonstrates a grasp of the reading 

assignments 

• 6 biweekly tests 
•Final exam 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
Justin Whitaker: email: Justin@MfFreethinkers.org ; tel: 549-9745 

office hours: Thursday 4-5 pm Rankin 102 

Loren Meyer: email:loren.meyer@mso.urnt.edu ; tel: 243-5744 
office: Practical Ethics Center (HJOO E. Beckwith); office hours: Friday 11 am - 1 pm 
Weekly T.A.s' Review Session: Thursday, 5-6 pm 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND CLASSES 
Introduction to Ethics FP =FacPac 
1/26 M 1 Introduction to Ethics a
~ Day Session Assiifled Readinir: 
nd Moral Philosophy 
1/28 W 2 Basic Ethical Concepts Selections from Ethics: Theory and Practice (FP #1) 
1!30 F 3 Historical Context: Ancient and Modem Philosophy Start Anti.gone (FP ://:2) 
212 M 4 Ethical conflicts in Sophocles' Antigone Antigone (FP #2) 
214 W 5 Acting according to Reason in Plato's Euthyphro Euthyphro (FP ff3) 
216 F 6 Principles for Deciding Quandaries in Plato's Crito Crito (FP #4) 
Part 1: Consequentialism 
219 M 7 Introduction to Consequentialism Bentham Ch. I (FP #5) 
Jeremy Bentham: "An Introduction to the Principles of Morals 
and Legislation" 
Test III (Introductory material) 
2111 W 8 Bentham: Examining Utility Bentham Chs. II, III, IV (FP #5) 
2113 F 9 Introduction to John Stuart Mill and Utilitarianism Mill: vii-viii, 3-8 
2/16 M 10 Presidenes Day Holiday: no class 
2118 W 11 Review session on Bentham and Mill (optional) 
2120 F 12 Test 112 (Bentham and Mill) 
2/23 M 13 Mill Utilitarianism 
Ch. 2 "What Utilitarianism Is" Mill: 9-33 
2125 W 14 Mill Utilitarianism 
Ch. 3 "Of the Ultimate Sanction of the Principle of Utility" Mill: 3443 
2127 F 15 Mill Utilitarianism 
Ch.4 "Of What Sort of Proof the Principle of Utility is Susceptible" Mill: 44-51 
3/1 M 16 Mill Utilitarianism 
Ch.5 "On the Connection between Justice and Utility" Mill: 52-79 
313 W 17 Brandt Act Utilitarianism vs. Rule Utilitarianism Brandt (FP #6) 
315 F 18 Test #3 (Utilitarianism) 
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Part 2: Deontology 
3/8 M 19 	 Introduction to Immanuel Kant 

Kant: Grounding, Introduction & Preface 
 Kant: v-xiii, 1-5 

3/10 W 20 	 Kant Morality Found in Ordinary Rational Knowledge 

Grounding, Section I 
 Kant: 7-17 

3/12 F 21 	 Kant: Features of Moral Law 
Grounding Section Ila Kant: 19-29 

3/15 M 22 	 Kant The Categorical Imperative 
Grounding Section Ilb Kant: 29-48 

3/17 W 23 	 W. D. Ross: Prima Facie vs. Absolute Duties 
Ross: "The Right and the Good" Ross (FP#7) 
Part 3: VJrtoe-centered. Ethics 
3/19 F 24 	 Introduction to Aristotle 

Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics Book I 

Test :/14 (Deontological ethics) 

3/22 M 25 Aristotle: Virtues of Character and Their Preconditions 
Nicomachean Ethics Book II-Illa Aristotle: 18-40 

3/24 W 26 Aristotle: Preconditions of Virtue and Individual Virtues 
Nicomachean Ethics Book IIlb-IV Aristotle: 40-62 

3/26 F 27 Review Session on Aristotle (optional) (Aristotle 1-62) 

March 29 - April 2: Spring Break 
415 M 28 Aristotle; The Virtue of Justice 
Nicomachean Ethics Book V Aristotle: 67-80 

417 W 29 Aristotle: The Life of Happiness & Moral Education 
Nicomachean Ethics Book Xb Aristotle: 162-171 

Part 4: Contemporary Ethical Issues 
Aristotle: 1-18 

419 F 	 30 Introduction: Euthanasia & Physician-Assisted SuicideMappes & Zembaty: 61-67 

Test #5 (Vinue-centered ethics) 

4112 M 31 	 Euthanasia I Physician-Assisted Suicide: 

Contemporary Ethical Views Mappes & Zembaty: 68-89 
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4114 W 32 Euthanasia I Physician-Assisted Suicide: 
Legal and Philosophical Perspectives Mappes & Zembaty: 90-105 
4116 F 33 Introduction: Abortion Mappes & Zembaty: 1-10 
4119 M 34 Abortion: Contemporary Ethical Views Mappes & Zembaty: 11-38; 53-58 
4121 W 35 Abortion: Legal and Philosophical Perspectives Mappes & Zembaty: 39-53 
4123 F 36 [Introduction: World Hunger and Poverty Mappes & Zembaty: 389-96) 
Test 116 (Abortion and Euthanasia I Physician-Assisted Suicide ) 
4/26 M 37 World Hunger and Poverty: Duty to Intervene? Mappes & Zembaty: 396-414 
4128 w 38 World Hunger and Poverty: 
Contemporary Ethical Views Mappes & 7.embaty: 415-30 
4/30 F 39 Introduction: Environmentalism Mappes & Zembaty: 475-85, 501-06 
513 M 40 Environmentalism: 
The Free Market: Green or Brown? Mappes & Zembaty: 486-500 
515 w 41 Environmentalism: 
Alternative and Radical Perspectives: Mappes & Zembaty: 506-529 
5/7 F 42 Wrap-up 
Final Exam: Thursday, May 13, 3:20 - 5:20 pm 
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GRADING POLICY 
Written work will be evaluated in terms of your depth of critical analysis, thoughtfulness of 
reflection, clarity of writing, and ability to address accurately issues raised in the text and in class on 
the topic at hand. Grades given reflect the following criteria of judgment 
F: 	 Failure to meet minimum requirements 
D: 	Unsatisfactory, but some effort to meet minimum requirements 
C: 	 Satisfactory; meet minimum requirements of assignment but not much more 
B: 	 Good to Very Good: thoughtful reflection, good analysis, clear writing style 
A: 	Excellent depth of critical analysis, thoughtfulness of reflection, and writing style; 
demonstrate creativity and mature analytical skills in going beyond the primary 
requirements of the assignment 
Attendance: Regular attendance and participation in the class is expected and can add positively to 
your final grade. 
Academic Dishonesty and Pla~arism: All work submitted is expected to be the student's own. Any 
acts of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will result in automatic failure of the course, and may 
result in further academic punishment. If you have any doubts about definitions of plagiarism or 
academic dishonesty, please review the relevant sections of the University Catalog (p. 22). 
DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS 
Tests: Beginning the third week of the semester, a 30 minute test will be given at the beginning of 
class, every other Friday (with the exception of the first test, scheduled for Monday, February 
9). Tests will cover both the contents of the readings and class during the previous two weeks, 
as well as your ability to analyze critically and reflect thoughtfully on the philosophical issues 
raised. Each exam will consist of three sections: ( 1) 5 multiple chmce questions (20 points); (2) 
2 short answer questions (20 points); (3) 1 longer essay (20 points). You may miss one test. If 
you take all six of the tests, your lowest grade will be dropped. Tests are worth 75% of your 
final grade (5 tests worth 15% each). You can make up a test only (a) for medical reasons if 
you provide a statement from your physician or the Health Service, (b) if you are away on 
documented University business, (c) if there is a demonstrable hardship and you have spoken to 
the course instructor. Otherwise you will receive an F for a missed test. 
Test #1: Covers the Introductory material. Mon Feb 9 (15%) 60 pts 
Test 112: 
Test #3: 
Test #4: 
Covers Bentham and Introduction to Mill 
Covers Mill and Utilitarianism 
Covers Kant and Deontological ethics 
Fri Feb 20 (15%) 60 pts 
Fri Mar5 (15%) 60 pts 
Fri Mar 19 (15%) 60 pts 
Test #5: Covers Aristotle and Virtue-centered. Ethics Fri April 9 ( 15%) 60 pts 
Test #6: Covers Abortion & Euthanasia/Physician-Assisted Suicide Fri April 23 (15%)60 pts 
Total 5 Exams: 300 points 
Final Exam: Comprehensive for Course. First section on World Hunger I Poverty and 
Environmentalism; Second section on the three ethical theories. (100 pts; 25%} 
Total Points for Course: 400 
Final Grade Scale: 

A= 90-100% (360.-400points) 

B =80-89% (320-359 points) 

C = 70-79% (280-319 points) 

D = 60-69% (240-279 points) 

F =<60% (<240 points) 
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